
GASPE OP YESTERDAY

DANIEL SULLIVAN

SENTENCE OF DEATH

MARCH 1866

Court of Queen's Bench sitting

at New Carlisle, Bonaventure Co.,

Quebec. Mr.Justice Winter.
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The yellowing paper and fading ink
of its handwriting shows the one

hundred and thirty years age of the
Court document that sentenced Daniel

Sullivan to death at New Carlisle in

March,1866.The presiding Judge of
the Court of Queen's Bench for the

criminal trial was Mr.Justice Winter,

the Sheriff of Bonaventure County at
that time, Martin Sheppard, N.P. and
the Clerk of the Crown, P.D.Gauvreaui.

Yet, despite its age, this document
not only recalls but brings into
sharp focus the sad fate of Daniel

Sullivan.

This recall is not exclusive to

"GASPE OF YESTERDAY" for in 197?
it was included in "THE HISTORY OF
NEW CARLISLE" prepared by students
under a Canada Youth Program. In a
section devoted to "EVENTS OF THE
PAST ONE HUNDRED YEARS" was "THE

HANGING OF DANIEL SULLIVAN".

In the belief that this rather unique
and dramatic events of Gaspesia's
past is again worthy of recall, the
actual text of the handwritten

SENTENCE OF DEATH and the account of
"THE HANGING OF DANIEL SULLIVAN" are
included in "GASPE OF YESTERDAY".
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THE CASE OP DANIEL SULLIVAN

Sometime duiring the early months of I866, the exact date is un-.

knovm, a fight took place aboard a ship euichored at Pa8p)ebiac. In

this struggle between two sailors, one of them, a man by the name of

Michael O'Brien was woiinded and a few days later he was found dead.

The other sailor, Daniel Sullivan, was arrested, tried in court and

sentenced to hang for the murder of O'Brien,

Despite a petition asking that the case be reconsidered, the

decision of the court stood and on March I6, I866 a crowd of more than

2,000 people gathered at the courthouse of New Carlisle to witness

the hanging of Daniel Sullivan.

The following is taken from documents concerning the case of the

accused Daniel Sullivan,

Montteat, 6 MoAch i866

hIiA. [KceZtancijy

*Jh.e QooeAnoA ̂ eyieAxil

9yt CoimciZ

hiA. [>CceZlGHCLj -Laid b&^oAe, the Counc/ilf the
Rjepo/cZ and [^oidence taken bif ^u-atyice iiSinteA. in
the COAA haniet StM-ioan^ aho MaA tnied be<^OAe
fuM. at. the CouAt o{ Qneen'a^ SenchfCnoufn StdeJ in
the Ooim of Nexn CaAtinJie, the hiitntct of CoApi.,
foyt the tuMAxLeA. of one Mijchaet O'^Aien, and haoirUf
been-convicted theeeof woa. sentenced to heath. Such
sentence to be coAnied out, execution on 9nidjatjf
the -sixteenth dotf of MaAch, 1866.

hie [Kceliancu aleo laid befoee the Council
eeueAol petitione f-u>m inhabitante of the hietnict
of ̂ OApe, peauinq. foe the eXeeciee of tfoijal clemenctj
in faooe of the above naned haniel Sullivan.

Dhe CAACuMetjancea, of the cane havinq. been fullif
coneideeed bij hie [xcetlanctf in Council^ toq,etheA
with the hepoit of the Solicitoe ̂ eneeal adoeeee to
the coimutation of the eaid eentence.

hie Cxcellancif uoae plexieed to oedee. and it ie
heeebif oedeeed that the Sentence of heat/ie eo paeeed
on the eaid convict haniel Sullivan be allowea to
take it'e couAee.
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P'tooiytce, Caytada
h-Lit-tiot Of Qcuipi, On the. Count,
Countvf o^ Sonaventune Qiteen'<i Seyich nutting at

New Cant-Lxte

On the ̂ t'fteenth daij Nanch one thoui^ayid
et(^ht hundned and nuXtLj-ntX,
PneAent:

Ohe Hononabte
Nn.. ^uAtice (jU-inten.

homina tZeqtna
OA On vendLict oj

hantet Sutttoan (JDit^ut Munden.

N^ten. the uauoL pnoctamation caltinq. Aitencef
and the Ctenk the Cnxtwn fiaotng,^ oa nequteed bij
taWf anked the Aoid Dantet Suttiuanf uhethen. he
hath anujthinq. to Aaif uhif the Aentence death
nhoutd not be pnounounced aaainnt htm,

Nnd the Aaid haniet SuZtioan anAwentnq. that he
hath nothing, to Aaif, but putA himAeti upon the meAcif

ken. NafeAtu the Qneen^ being, without pnotection
and awavj fAom. hiA natioe Land.

IVheAeupon the Count pAonounceA the ̂ ottowing
judgement and Aentence - Vhe Aentence o^ the Count
which AA that oj the law^ in that, ifou Daniet (oa
bu whateoeA name ljou mavf be cattedj be taken <(aoi»
thin place to the Coimon ̂ aol o^ tkiA Countg whenein
ifOu haoe hithetto been detained and thene Aemain
%Mtit the AAXteenth dag o{ the month ol Nanch ne>ct ~
that on the Aoid dag, gou be thence taken to the
place which Ahatt be pAepoAed ^oa the linal
eKcecution thiA Aentence and that then and theee
gou be hanged bg the neck^ until gou one dead -

and mag the Xond Pl/nAghtg haoe mencg upon
gouA Aoul,

Ng the Count
(Aigned) 9,h» ^auoAeau

9f the undeAAigned Clenk o^ the C-eown in and
loA the Countg o^ ̂ onaoentuAe in the hiAttict of
QoApiy do heAebg centifg the abooe to be a tnue
copg of a poAt of the pAoceedingA and Aentence of
death^ had in the abooe coac and dulu AecoAded in
mg office - Office of the Clenk of the CAown
New CoAtiAle 20th SeoAuOAg 1866

9.h. (^auOAean
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SONG OP DANIEL SULLIVAN

tfy name is Daniel Sullivan
I am a slight built man,
I leave this as a warning
Never take a gun in hand.
I leave this as a warning.
To all young men so free
As when there is a passion,
I pray, remember me.

When I received my sentence
And hung T was to be,
I called for pen and paper
So I could sit and write.
I sat and wrote with tsars all day,
'til my letter it was full.
Then I sent it to my brother
Who lives in Liverpool,

I had a loving mother.
Who was always kind to me
And when she hears this dreadful news
She will go out of her mind.
Also a loving sweetheart.
Forever we must part.
Death makes an alteration
And love is soon forgot.

When I was just a baby,
All on my mother's knee,
She dreamt she saw me hanging
All on some foreign tree.
She dreamt she saw me hanging.
All on a ladder high.
It was in some far off country
Where she could not see me die.

As I step up on the gallows,
I am a rising twenty-four,
X am dying for that young man
Who suffered in his gore.
And as I am a dying man.
One last request I have,
That's to bui*y me in the churchyard
'longside of O'Brien's grave.


